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an allusion to the radical reforms effected in the land laws in the last sixty 
years, Sir Frederick says, with characteristic humor and terseness : " Lord 
St. Leonards would have been in their eyes" (i.e. the Real Property 
Commissioners of 1829) " a rash innovator, Lord Cairns a revolution- 
ist, and for Lord Halsbury parliamentary language would have failed 
them." The closing paragraph refers with much quiet satisfaction to the 
defeat of the socialistic candidates in the last Parliamentary elections. 

e. r. c. 

Outlines of Legal History. By Archer M. White, Barrister-at-Law. 

London : Swan Sonnenschein & Co., Lim. New York : MacMillan 

& Co. 1895. pp. xvi, 251. 
Of the three works on English Legal History that have appeared 
within a half-year, this little volume by Mr. White undoubtedly covers 
the most ground, but is nevertheless primarily intended for the smallest 
class of readers. Mr. Inderwick in " The King's Peace " has given a 
sketch of the higher English courts. He traces their development in 
connection with the growth and changes in the customs and dealings of 
the people. "The History of English Law before the Time of Edward 
I., by Pollock and Maitland, covers the whole field of early English law 
in an unusually exhaustive and scholarly manner. This volume of Mr. 
White's covers the ground of both the other works, though necessarily in 
the briefest manner possible, and then continues in new fields. Begin- 
ning with a brief description of the important features of the English 
judicial system of to-day, it proceeds to a history of the origin and evo- 
lution of the major courts, devotes a short chapter to the minor and 
obsolete courts, and considers the Saxon system, " the cradle of the 
English law," and the changes and distinctions between it and the 
Norman system. The last and longest chapter is a chronological sum- 
mary of leading principles and topics of the law, including sections on 
constitutional matters, equity, and criminal law. Each topic is treated 
tersely by itself, and traced from its origin through its important 
changes. The bare mention that all this information is compressed into 
less than 250 small pages will indicate that the book can be neither 
easy reading nor an exhaustive history. It is intended to aid English 
law students in preparing quickly for their Bar Trial Examination in 
Legal History. In fulfilling this end, it becomes so condensed and 
methodical as to be rather a syllabus or compendium than a literary 
work. The fact that it is a text-book cannot be forgotten. Therefore, it 
will not attract the casual lay reader. The young student, however, will 
be delighted with it, as a better summary of the subject than he could 
possibly prepare. And as there is no other work which covers even 
superficially the whole extent of this little volume, it will appeal to many 
an older student of law and legal history as a handy reference manual. 

h. c. L. 

A Manual of Elementary Law. By William P. Fishback, Dean of the 
Indiana Law School. Indianapolis and Kansas City : The Bowen- 
Merrill Company. 1896. pp. xxvii, 467. 
Owing to the considerable number of works of this nature already 

before the public, it may be doubted whether there is room for another. 

But, disregarding this question, the small volume by Mr. Fishback has in 

its field undoubted merit. It briefly but interestingly summarizes the well 
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settled principles of American law. No proposition is laid down which is 
not supported by adequate authority. Consequently only the broad prin- 
ciples which underlie the various branches of the law are explained. The 
work has no place in the library of an advanced student. Its usefulness 
is limited to those who are little more than beginners, and to the great 
class of laymen who find it advantageous to have a limited knowledge of 
law. The author claims no more. He pretends to no originality, except 
that he uses simple language, which will appeal to beginners and inspire 
them to the more technical study that is required of the practitioner. In 
this avowedly limited character the volume should meet with success. 

H. C. L. 

Summary and Index of Legislation by States in 1895. New York 
State Library Bulletin : Legislation No. 6. Albany. 1896. pp. 310. 
The Sixth Annual Bulletin of Legislation (1895) contains over 4,500 
titles in the summary, a complete subject index, and a table of recent 
constitutional amendments — proposed, accepted, and rejected. The last 
feature is introduced this year for the first time. It is a most useful 
compilation of statutory changes and innovations, whether one be en- 
gaged in studying comparative legislation, or in merely keeping track 
of alterations in the statutes of particular States. Often a glance at the 
summary will obviate entirely the necessity of consulting the State statute- 
book for the provisions of a statute. The increasing estimation in which 
these annual bulletins of legislation are held is well earned. 



